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The Christian’s 

Attitude Toward 

Submission 

 What should the Christian’s attitude be 

toward submission? That is, what should the 

Christian’s mindset be toward willingly placing 

himself/herself under the authority/rule of another?  

 First, let’s establish that we are not interested 

in what man may say concerning the issues of 

submission. Man’s ways and God’s ways are often 

not the same. Certainly, in today’s culture (as I write 

this in the year 2015), the prevailing attitudes in 

society seem to be against the concept of submission 

in nearly every area of life (if not in every area of 

life). Today’s culture is saturated with ideas about 

individual choice – and that no person or entity 

should be able to dictate how others live. This is true 

in government, in the home, and even in religion.  

 However, as Christians (who diligently look 

to God’s word as the standard of right and wrong), 

we notice that God says some things about the need 

to be in subjection to others. So, even though the 

ideas involved in subjection often run contrary to the 

prevailing opinions in our cultures, we must allow 

God’s word to create the proper ideas about 

submission in our minds. 

 Through this study, I want us to learn what it 

really means to submit and to consider some of the 

areas in which God commands His people to be in 

submission to others – so that we can live our lives 

in the way that pleases God. 

Principles Involved In 

Submission 

 Before we consider some specific areas in 

which Christians are instructed to be submissive, 

let’s learn a little bit about the concept of submission 

– and discover what God expects of us whenever He 

tells us to “submit.”  

Submit = yield 

 The Greek word that is translated “submit” 

(or similar) carries the idea of yielding to another. 

The word demonstrates a purposeful arranging of 

ourselves under another. By implication, the one(s) 

we arrange ourselves under has some degree of 

authority. Now, it is important to properly 

understand that the concept of “authority” involves 

the two elements of power and right. That is, an 

individual who has “authority” has both power over 

something and the right to exercise some degree of 

control over it.  

 Consider a common application of 

submission with me. Suppose you are driving down 

the road and are about to merge with another lane of 

traffic. As you prepare for this, you notice a white 

and red triangular sign that says, “YIELD.” This sign 

is a way that the government (through its laws 

regulating traffic) gives authority to the vehicle in the 

other lane. Even though you may reach the 

intersection at the exact same time, the other vehicle 

has the authority to go ahead of you. Now, you may 

not like to yield to that other vehicle. You may be in 

a hurry to get some place. However, none of these 

circumstances change the fact that authority has been 

granted to the other driver. You must simply arrange 

yourself under the other driver for the purpose of 

merging onto that highway! 

God has given the Christian responsibility 

to submit 

 Since submission has to do with the concept 

of authority, it is good for us to take some time to 

consider the authority of God – and the instructions 

He has given about submission. Once again, 

“authority” involves having power and right over 
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another. Now, you need to recognize that the matters 

of authority and submission we will be dealing with 

in this lesson have to do with the authority of God! 

 Certainly, God is the one who possesses 

authority (power and right) over all things. He is the 

one who had the power to create all things. And, He 

is the only one who possesses the right to determine 

how His creation should function. In Matthew 28:18, 

Jesus said, “All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth.”  

 Now, please recognize that God (in His 

creation of the world) also authorized three 

“institutions”:  The home, the government, and the 

church. The Scriptures plainly demonstrate that He is 

the one who has created each one of these – and He 

is the one who has given authority to whom He 

chose. Therefore, as we examine the instructions 

God has given to Christians to submit in these areas, 

we must remember that those in authority have their 

authority because of God! And, if we choose not to 

submit in any one of these areas, we are actually 

choosing not to submit to God! 

 For instance, in Numbers 16, an Israelite 

named Korah stirred up a rebellion against Moses 

and Aaron, challenging their authority. Moses and 

Aaron had each been given authority over the people 

of Israel by God – Moses as the leader of the people 

and Aaron as the high priest. As you read the chapter, 

it is apparent those who were rebelling were 

unsatisfied with the role God had given them – and 

the role of leadership God had given to Moses and 

Aaron. However, God made it clear to the people 

(through the sign of the earth opening and 

swallowing those who rebelled) that Korah and his 

companions had actually rejected the Lord whenever 

they rejected Moses and Aaron (Numbers 16:30). 

Similarly, if you reject the authority of those God has 

given authority to (refusing to submit to them), you 

are actually rejecting and failing to submit to the 

Lord! 

One exception 

 Now, as we will discuss these areas of 

submission, it is also important for you to understand 

one exception to principles of submission we have 

just discussed. The only area this exception will not 

apply to is regarding submission to God (since His 

ways are perfect). The exception is that we must not 

submit to others when submitting to them will cause 

us to violate God’s laws! 

 This exception is demonstrated as an 

approved example in Acts 5:29. In context, Peter and 

the other apostles had been brought before the 

highest Jewish court (the Sanhedrin). And, this court 

had strictly prohibited them from teaching in the 

name of Jesus (see Acts 5:28). However, the apostles 

did not submit to them. Why? Acts 5:29 explains 

their reasoning:  “But Peter and the other apostles 

answered and said:  ‘We ought to obey God rather 

than men.’” Peter and the other apostles realized that 

God had given them the responsibility of taking His 

saving message (the gospel) throughout the entire 

world (see Matthew 28:18-20). So, to submit to the 

Jewish authorities would result in failing to submit to 

God. In these cases, Peter accurately explains that we 

must “obey God rather than men.” 

 You see, the Christian must never submit to 

sin. To submit to sin is to submit to something that is 

contrary to the instructions of God. It is simply 

impossible to yield to God and to sin – because the 

two are contrary to one another! Instead, God tells us 

to submit to Him and resist the devil’s temptations 

(James 4:7). Furthermore, Matthew 6:24 

demonstrates that we cannot serve (yield ourselves 

to) two different masters. We cannot yield ourselves 

to God and to something that results in living 

contrary to God’s ways! 

 Submission to God and His laws always gets 

the “right away” in our lives – even when someone 

else with authority instructs us to do something! For 

example, think back to the example about yielding 

onto a highway. Now, suppose you are in the lane 

that does not have a “YIELD” sign. Normally, you 

would have the “right away” over any vehicle that 

was merging onto the highway in the lane subject to 

the “YIELD” sign. However, on this particular day, 

an emergency vehicle (i.e. an ambulance) has 

approached the intersection when you have also 

arrived. That emergency vehicle (with its sirens 

sounding) has been given the authority that overrides 

the authority granted by the “YIELD” sign. Now, in 

this circumstance, you must yield to the ambulance. 
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 There may be times in your life when those 

in positions of authority tell you to do something that 

would violate what God has instructed you to do (in 

His word). In these situations, you must simply 

recognize that the authority God possesses always 

overrides the authority someone else has! You must, 

like Peter and the apostles, determine to obey God 

rather than men! 

Every Christian Must Submit 

To God 

 I realize that we have been talking about 

submission to God in the beginning of this lesson 

already. However, I want to continue to establish the 

fact that Christians must submit themselves to God. 

You simply cannot live in a way God approves if you 

fail to submit yourself to what God instructs of you.  

James 4:7 

 James 4:7 contains a very basic instruction 

that summarizes your responsibility as a Christian:  

“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he 

will flee from you.” You would do well to commit 

this verse to memory and use it to always point you 

in the right direction whenever you are attempting to 

make decisions in your life. Consider the two 

important principles established in this passage. 

 (1) Submit to God. No matter what the 

question or the issue is that is under consideration, 

the answer is always to submit to God (to yield your 

will and desires to His). In order to do this, it will 

require that you recognize His way is always the best 

way and that He has full authority to control the ways 

in which you live your life. Now, please recognize 

that the way in which God provides you instructions 

as to how to live your life today is through His 

written word (see 2 Timothy 3:16-17)! 

 (2) Resist the devil. Now, recognize that if 

you are going to submit to God, you are going to have 

to deny/resist something else. James summarizes this 

in the responsibility to resist the devil. It is the devil 

who is trying to lure you to fulfill your own desires 

in ways that are contrary to the instructions of God 

(see James 1:14-15). This is exactly how Satan 

worked whenever he deceived Eve concerning the 

forbidden fruit (in Genesis 3:1-6). He appealed to her 

earthly desires in order that she would choose to 

follow her own desires instead of submitting to God. 

However, if you truly desire to submit yourself to 

God, you must resist whatever the devil is tempting 

you to do that is contrary to the will of God. 

Therefore, this will involve denying yourself of 

things that appeal to your fleshly desires (see Luke 

9:23-26). 

Romans 8:5-8 

 Romans 8:5-8 says, “For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 

the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, 

the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is 

death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for 

it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 

So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please 

God.” 

 Paul is contrasting the one who is focused on 

doing what God says (the spiritually minded) and the 

one who is focused on fulfilling his/her own earthly 

desires (the carnally minded). Ultimately, notice that 

the one focused on fulfilling his/her own earthly 

desires lives a life of hostility against God, does not 

please God, and will experience spiritual death 

(separation from God). This is all because this 

individual does not “subject” (submit) 

himself/herself to the law of God. He/she is too 

focused on doing what he/she desires that whenever 

there is a decision to be made to listen to God or 

please himself/herself – he/she will choose to satisfy 

the fleshly desires! 

 By implication, then, the one who is focused 

on living in a way that will please God will submit 

himself/herself to the will of God rather than fulfill 

his/her own earthly desires. This individual is willing 

to deny himself/herself of earthly pleasures, riches, 

comforts, etc. in order to be obedient to the 

instructions of God. This one, therefore, will 

experience the spiritual life and the true peace that 

comes from living in harmony with the will of God! 
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Romans 10:1-3 

 In Romans 10:1-3, Paul records a sad 

commentary about the nation of Israel:  “Brethren, 

my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that 

they may be saved. For I bear them witness that they 

have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 

For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and 

seeking to establish their own righteousness, have 

not submitted to the righteousness of God.” 

 Generally speaking, the Israelites had a desire 

to be God’s people. Paul says that they wanted to be 

right with God and had a zeal for God. However, the 

system of religion they were pursuing righteousness 

through was not the means God had provided 

righteousness through. They were seeking 

righteousness through the Law of Moses. However, 

God had now provided righteousness through Jesus 

Christ. Thus, although they had a form of religion 

and a zeal for God, they had “not submitted to the 

righteousness of God.” 

 Today, there are many people who, like the 

Jews, are seeking to be right with God and have a 

zeal for God, but, they are not submitting to the 

righteousness of God. Righteousness continues to be 

offered through Jesus Christ – and requires 

obedience to His commandments. Therefore, those 

who refuse to be obedient to the laws and 

commandments God gives to people in the pages of 

the New Testament will fail to be right with God (see 

Matthew 7:21-23 and 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). 

Every Christian Must Submit 

To The Governing Authorities 

 One of the areas in which God has given 

authority to others is regarding the governing 

authorities. And, as God has given authority to the 

governing powers, He has also required that His 

people submit to those authorities. Certainly, God’s 

people are not to be an unruly and rebellious people; 

but, a people who will submit to those who govern 

them and strive to live peaceable lives with all men. 

Romans 13:1-7 

 In Romans 13:1-7, Paul instructed, “Let 

every soul be subject to the governing authorities. 

For there is no authority except from God, and the 

authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore 

whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of 

God, and those who resist will bring judgment on 

themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good works, 

but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the 

authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise 

from the same. For he is God's minister to you for 

good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not 

bear the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an 

avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 

Therefore you must be subject, not only because of 

wrath but also for conscience’ sake. For because of 

this you also pay taxes, for they are God's ministers 

attending continually to this very thing. Render 

therefore to all their due:  taxes to whom taxes are 

due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, 

honor to whom honor.” 

 Paul is clear that “every soul” (not just 

Christians) has the responsibility to be submissive to 

the governing authorities. Particularly notice that 

Paul states “there is no authority except from God” – 

and demonstrates that the governing authorities have 

been given their authority by God! Thus, God is the 

one who has recognized the need to establish such 

governing powers and has given them the 

responsibility of punishing the wicked and rewarding 

the good. 

 Based on this fundamental purpose of 

worldly governments, Paul states that Christians can 

be unafraid of the authority by doing what is good. 

However, if Christians do what is evil, they should 

expect to experience the wrath of those powers. Now, 

while this principle is generally true, certainly 

governing authorities are not always peaceable 

toward Christians. This can be seen in Acts 5 (as we 

already noticed) as well as throughout the book of 

Revelation (as Satan was deceiving the Roman 

Empire to bring large-scale persecutions on 

Christians). And, throughout the book of Revelation, 

God’s people were encouraged to be faithful to Jesus 

Christ rather than deny Him in order to submit to the 

worldly government. 
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1 Peter 2:13-17 

 In 1 Peter 2:13-17, Peter instructs Christians, 

“Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of 

man for the Lord's sake, whether to the king as 

supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by 

him for the punishment of evildoers and for the 

praise of those who do good. For this is the will of 

God, that by doing good you may put to silence the 

ignorance of foolish men — as free, yet not using 

liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of 

God. Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear 

God. Honor the king.” 

 Consider this passage along with the things 

we have already established from Romans 13. Notice 

that “every ordinance of man” must be obeyed by the 

Christian – regardless of what “branch” of the 

government it comes from. Therefore, no matter how 

small or insignificant the law may seem to us, we 

have the responsibility of submitting to it – as much 

as is in our power.  

 In addition, please recognize that even when 

we may not like the leaders or the laws, we have the 

responsibility to submit to them (unless they cause us 

to violate God’s laws). For instance, we may 

disapprove of the current tax laws; but, we must 

submit our desires to the rule of the governing 

powers and pay the taxes we owe. We may not like 

the speed limits set upon particular roadways; but, 

we must submit our desires for a different speed to 

the governing powers that be.  

 Now, although we have been given the 

responsibility of submitting to the governing 

authorities (regardless of whether we like the laws or 

not), this does not mean that we cannot utilize lawful 

avenues to effect change to the laws. In some 

cultures, the residents have been given freedom to 

protest, vote, speak freely, etc. Those who are 

Christians can utilize these avenues to influence 

change to the laws – as long as he/she maintains the 

proper respect for the governing authorities and 

submits to the laws throughout the process! 

Christian Wives Must Submit 

To Their Husbands 

 Another of the institutions God has created is 

the home. Genesis 2:18-25 provides the account of 

the creation of the home and the marital relationship. 

However, please recognize that, as He created the 

home, God also created one of the roles in the home 

to possess authority over the others. Again, this is not 

a matter to be determined by man; but, is a matter 

that has been decided by God! God wants His people 

to embrace their given roles and live in the best way 

to glorify Him through those roles – rather than 

rebelling against Him and the authority He has given 

to others.  

1 Corinthians 11:3 

 As Paul dealt with a particular problem that 

had developed in the Corinthian church, notice that 

he goes back to the very foundation of “headship” 

that had been created by God. 1 Corinthians 11:3 

says, “But I want you to know that the head of every 

man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the 

head of Christ is God.” The order that Paul gives in 

this passage is:  God-Christ-man-woman. Although 

that is not popular among many today, it does not 

change what God has said. Remember, man, woman, 

and the home is God’s creation – and God has the 

authority to order the home in whatever way He 

chooses. 

 Now, please notice that God did not place a 

time-restriction upon this order. Some people today 

would have us to think that the order God has created 

was time sensitive. They claim that since “times have 

changed,” we no longer must abide by these kinds of 

instructions. However, just as the order has not 

changed with God and Christ, the order has not 

changed with men and women.  

 As you consider this, though, please 

understand that we are not talking about equal rights 

within a society, fair pay, etc. We are talking about 

authority. Specifically, the passages we are about to 

consider talk about authority in the home. However, 

please notice that men are not “better” than women 
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(any more than God is better than Christ). The issue 

is about role. God has simply given husbands a 

leadership role and wives a submissive role in the 

home. 

Ephesians 5:22-33 

 I encourage you to read this entire passage. 

We will only summarize it here – and focus on a few 

verses specifically. In the passage, Paul is teaching 

about the husband and wife relationship by 

comparing it to the relationship between Christ and 

His church (His bride). Specifically, consider 

Ephesians 5:22-24:  “Wives, submit to your own 

husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of 

the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He 

is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the 

church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their 

own husbands in everything.” 

 Surely, the church is expected to be 

submissive to Jesus Christ (who is the Head of the 

body). Likewise, wives are expected to be 

submissive to their own husbands. In fact, please 

notice that Christian wives must be submissive to 

their own husbands “as to the Lord” – as done in such 

a way to please and submit to Jesus Christ! They 

must recognize that God has given husbands the head 

of the household and simply comply with the 

authority given.  

 Now, take a moment to consider the extent to 

which Christian wives must be submissive to their 

husbands. Paul says that Christian wives must submit 

to their own husbands “in everything” – just as the 

church must submit to Christ in everything. 

Therefore, just as we discussed relative to the 

responsibility of Christians to submit to the 

governing authorities, Christian wives must submit 

to their husbands even when a decision is made that 

is not agreeable! However, once again, let me remind 

you concerning the exception stated earlier in the 

lesson. Certainly, God does not want Christian wives 

to be submissive to their husbands rather than being 

submissive to Him. Otherwise, God says that wives 

must submit to their husbands “in everything.” 

Again, as was discussed relative to the governing 

authorities, perhaps there is an avenue through which 

Christian women can respectfully express their 

disagreement and work to change whatever decision 

has been made (as God desires for husbands to dwell 

with their wives in a loving and understanding way). 

However, this is not permission to rebel against the 

authority that has been given to husbands. 

1 Peter 3:1-6 

 Peter (shortly after addressing the 

responsibility of Christians to submit to the 

governing authorities) also identifies the 

responsibility of Christian wives to submit to their 

own husbands. 1 Peter 3:1-6 says, “Wives, likewise, 

be submissive to your own husbands, that even if 

some do not obey the word, they, without a word, 

may be won by the conduct of their wives, when they 

observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. 

Do not let your adornment be merely outward — 

arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine 

apparel — rather let it be the hidden person of the 

heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and 

quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of 

God. For in this manner, in former times, the holy 

women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, 

being submissive to their own husbands, as Sarah 

obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters 

you are if you do good and are not afraid with any 

terror.” 

 Christian women, again, are told to be 

“submissive” to their own husbands – just as a 

population must be subject to the governing 

authorities and slaves must be submissive to masters 

(1 Peter 2:13-25). Particularly, in 1 Peter 2:18-25, 

Peter says that slaves must be submissive to the evil 

masters just as they must be submissive to the good 

masters. Then, 1 Peter 3:1 says, “Wives, likewise, be 

submissive to your own husbands.” Please 

understand that the responsibility for Christian wives 

to submit to their husbands is not at all impacted by 

whether or not her husband is good or evil.  

 In fact, please appreciate the beauty of 

submission from this passage! Peter demonstrates 

how Christian wives can live in a way that is gentle, 

quiet, pure, and God-fearing (which would include 

the responsibility of submitting to one’s husband) 

and bring glory to God! Peter says that a Christian 

wife may influence her husband (by her godly 

example) to live for God – even without uttering a 

word! Certainly, this kind of character is “very 
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precious in the sight of God” and is contrary to the 

character of a woman who is rebellious and 

contentious with her husband. Read the following 

passages to see how God views a contentious 

woman:  Proverbs 21:9; Proverbs 21:19; Proverbs 

25:24; and Proverbs 27:15. In contrast, look to the 

godly examples of Sarah and the other “holy women 

who trusted in God” – and how they were submissive 

to their own husbands! 

Christian Slaves Must Submit 

To Their Earthly Masters 

 While the prevailing times of slavery have 

past, the Scriptures do speak concerning the slave-

master relationship. And, as it does so, notice how 

the Scriptures give Christian slaves the responsibility 

of submitting to their earthly masters. Then, as we 

consider these passages, please make any 

applications that are proper. For instance, though not 

a direct parallel, there are some applications that are 

proper concerning the employer-employee 

relationship. In this relationship, there has been an 

agreement made for a particular type of work in 

exchange for a particular amount of pay. Let’s 

consider a couple of passages briefly (since the 

master-slave relationship is not prevalent in most 

societies today). 

Ephesians 6:5-8 

 In Ephesians 6:5-8, Paul says, 

“Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your 

masters according to the flesh, with fear and 

trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; not with 

eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of 

Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, with 

goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to 

men, knowing that whatever good anyone does, he 

will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is a 

slave or free.” 

 First, notice the responsibility to obey those 

who are earthly masters. This is to be done, again, by 

focusing on doing the will of God. For instance, the 

book of Philemon describes that whenever Paul 

found a runaway slave (named Onesimus) and this 

individual became a Christian, he was sent back to 

his owner (Philemon, who was also a Christian). This 

man had responsibility to his master, had violated 

this responsibility in running away, and was now 

making amends for that by returning (to fulfill his 

God-given responsibility)! 

 Second, recognize that the service rendered 

to the master is to be pleasing to God. The service is 

not simply to satisfy the master whenever he is 

watching. Instead, the work is performed “heartily, 

as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the 

Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; 

for you serve the Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:23-24). 

1 Peter 2:18-25 

 Between giving instructions to submit to 

worldly governments and for wives to submit to their 

husbands, God gives servants the responsibility to 

submit to their earthly masters. Notice 1 Peter 2:18-

20:  “Servants, be submissive to your masters with 

all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to 

the harsh. For this is commendable, if because of 

conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering 

wrongfully. For what credit is it if, when you are 

beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But 

when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, 

this is commendable before God.” 

 Certainly this passage is counter-culture! 

Most people would not expect slaves to remain in 

harsh and dangerous situations. They would 

encourage escaping and rebellion. However, God 

demonstrates what is pleasing to Him in this passage. 

God expects His people to be submissive and 

peaceful – even when they endure wrongs. In fact, 1 

Peter 2:21-25 goes on to explain that Jesus Christ is 

the perfect example of someone who patiently 

endured all manners of wrongdoing against Him! 

And, Peter goes on to encourage that those slaves 

who innocently suffer hardship from their masters 

follow Jesus’ steps! Therefore, there will be a 

yielding of personal interests and desires to the 

desires of the masters – so that you might glorify God 

in your position. 
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Christians Must Submit In 

Christ’s Church 

 Finally, I want to consider a few points 

together – all of which are relative to Christians 

submitting in their roles as members of Christ’s 

church. Certainly, those who are Christians are part 

of Christ’s body (church) – and must fulfill their 

roles to the best of their abilities (see Ephesians 4:11-

16 and 1 Corinthians 12:12-27). Sometimes, this also 

includes submissive roles.  

Ephesians 5:22-24 

 I have already quoted this passage earlier in 

the lesson (in the section about Christian wives 

submitting to their husbands). I mentioned (at that 

point) God expects wives to submit to their husbands 

just as the church must submit to Jesus Christ. While 

we focused on wives prior, take a moment now to 

consider the submissive role of the church now. 

 The church is the body and bride of Jesus 

Christ. Jesus Christ is the one who has all authority 

(Matthew 28:18). Therefore, the church is under the 

obligation to follow whatever Jesus Christ instructs. 

He is the only Head over His body (the church). 

Colossians 1:18 says, “And He is the head of the 

body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, that in all things He may have the 

preeminence.” Therefore, everything that is done by 

those who are part of Christ’s church (those who are 

Christians) must be done “in the name of the Lord 

Jesus” (by His authority, Colossians 3:17)! 

1 Corinthians 14:34-35 

 In 1 Corinthians 14:34-35, Paul gives some 

guidelines regarding the role of Christian women in 

the assemblies of local churches. Notice that this 

passage gives Christian women a submissive role:  

“Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they 

are not permitted to speak; but they are to be 

submissive, as the law also says. And if they want to 

learn something, let them ask their own husbands at 

home; for it is shameful for women to speak in 

church.” Similarly, 1 Timothy 2:11-12 says, “Let a 

woman learn in silence with all submission. And I do 

not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over 

a man, but to be in silence.” 

 Again, realizing that the church is subject to 

Jesus Christ in all things, recognize that He is the one 

who is able to make this law. Now, Christian women 

are not made into “second class citizens” of God’s 

kingdom through these instructions. Instead, 

Galatians 3:28-29 makes it clear that everyone 

(whether Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female) 

partakes of the same blessings in Christ! However, 

the difference is simply in their God-given roles (as 

we saw in the home). 

 God has specified that Christian women have 

a submissive role in teaching (generally) – and are to 

be silent in the assemblies of the local church (not 

taking a public role). Now, this is not a limited-time 

commandment from God. Instead, 1 Timothy 2:13-

14 explains God’s reasoning. He says, “For Adam 

was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not 

deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into 

transgression.” Certainly, Christian women are 

valuable members of local churches (as can be seen 

from examples like Dorcas, Priscilla, Phoebe, Lois, 

and Eunice). However, they are given a submissive 

role in local church assemblies (i.e. they are not 

permitted to teach the congregation when it is 

assembled together) – as well as in the organizational 

structure of local churches (notice 1 Timothy 3:1-13 

to see that only men will serve as elders and 

deacons). 

Hebrews 13:17 

 God has given an organizational structure to 

govern the local church. Philippians 1:1 summarizes 

this organizational structure as:  Bishops, deacons, 

and saints. “Saints” refer to Christians (generally). 

“Deacons” are special servants of the church who 

meet the qualifications given in 1 Timothy 3:8-13. 

“Bishops” are overseers and shepherds of the local 

church who lead the local church in ways that please 

God. They must meet the qualifications given in 1 

Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9.  

 These individuals, then, have been given 

authority by God in the local church. Now, please 

realize that their authority does not involve matters 

of faith (matters of doctrine). Instead, their authority 
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involves decisions relative to accomplishing what 

God has instructed the local church to accomplish 

and leading the individual members of the church in 

ways that please God.  

 Therefore, God has given each member of the 

local church (when there are elders in the church) the 

responsibility to be submissive to the elders. 

Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey those who rule over you, 

and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, 

as those who must give account. Let them do so with 

joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable 

for you.” The serious work that these individuals are 

involved in accomplishing coupled with the 

authority God has given them merits this respect and 

submissive spirit.  

 Within a local church, there will be times 

judgments must be made concerning the work the 

church will be doing, its worship, its fellowship, etc. 

And, these judgments will be under the oversight of 

the eldership in the local church. However, there will 

likely be times when some members of the local 

church will not always agree with the judgments that 

are made. Yet, as long as God’s laws are not being 

violated, the members of the local church have the 

responsibility to submit to the leadership of the elders 

(those who will give an account for their work of 

shepherding the local church)! 

Ephesians 5:21 

 Whether there are elders in a local church or 

not, there are decisions which must be made relative 

to areas of judgments. Unfortunately, many 

congregations have become divided over these 

matters of judgment and have caused great harm to 

the cause of Jesus Christ in their communities (and 

possibly beyond)! 

 The attitude of submission will correct these. 

Ephesians 5:21 says, “submitting to one another in 

the fear of God.” Similarly, 1 Peter 5:5 says, 

“Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to 

your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one 

another, and be clothed with humility, for ‘God 

resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.’”  

 Therefore, the picture presented in Scripture 

is one of Christians who treat their brethren more 

favorably than they treat even themselves (see 

Philippians 2:1-4). Following this humility 

possessed by each member of the local congregation, 

members will be eager to submit to one another in 

order to accomplish the Lord’s work rather than 

fighting, bickering, and dividing over matters of 

judgments! Romans 14 presents one excellent “case 

study” when those who are strong Christians are 

called to submit to their weak brethren in order to 

prevent their brethren from stumbling into sin!  

Conclusion 

 Has this lesson described your attitude 

toward submission? Are you willing to submit to 

God? Are you willing to submit to those God has told 

you to submit yourself to? Once more, please 

understand that God’s people should not be a 

rebellious people; but, a submissive people who are 

focused on serving the Lord in whatever capacity or 

role he/she is in (as demonstrated in 1 Corinthians 

7:17-24) – that God would be glorified in all things! 

Study Questions 

What is the prevailing attitude about submission in 

society today? 

 

 

1. Principles Involved In Submission 

What does it mean to “submit”? 

 

 

Who has given the Christian responsibility to 

submit? What does it mean if you fail to submit to 

those God instructs you to submit to (see Numbers 

16)? 
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Are there any exceptions to submission? If so, what 

are they? 

 

 

2. Every Christian Must Submit To God 

What does James 4:7 teach about submitting to God? 

 

 

What does Romans 8:5-8 teach about submitting to 

God? 

 

 

What does Romans 10:1-3 teach about submitting to 

God? 

 

 

3. Every Christian Must Submit To The 

Governing Authorities 

What does Romans 13:1-7 teach about submitting to 

the governing authorities? 

 

 

What does 1 Peter 2:13-17 teach about submitting to 

the governing authorities? 

 

 

4. Christian Wives Must Submit To Their 

Husbands 

 

What does 1 Corinthians 11:3 teach about Christian 

wives submitting to their husbands? 

 

 

What does Ephesians 5:22-33 teach about Christian 

wives submitting to their husbands? 

 

 

What does 1 Peter 3:1-6 teach about Christian wives 

submitting to their husbands? 

 

 

5. Christian Slaves Must Submit To Their Earthly 

Masters 

What does Ephesians 6:5-8 teach about Christian 

slaves submitting to their masters? 

 

 

What does 1 Peter 2:18-25 teach about Christian 

slaves submitting to their masters? 

 

 

6. Christians Must Submit In Christ’s Church 

What does Ephesians 5:22-24 teach about Christians 

submitting in Christ’s church? 

 

 

What does 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 teach about 

Christians submitting in Christ’s church? 

 

 

What does Hebrews 13:17 teach about Christians 

submitting in Christ’s church? 

 

 

What does Ephesians 5:21 teach about Christians 

submitting in Christ’s church? 

 

 


